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Self-Sufficiency
Purpose
This policy provides the local definition of self-sufficiency and the criteria for determining whether employment leads to self-sufficiency.

References

Congressional Federal Register - 20 CFR 663.230

Policy
The local definition of self-sufficiency is 150% Lower Living Standard Income Level for Metro-Level-SOUTH Region for those jobseekers who are currently working. For non working job seekers, the 70% Lower Living Standard Income Level Metro South Region will be utilized. The local WIB will review in July of each year to determine whether or not to revise this standard.  The WIA Unit will publish the new schedule (70% LLSI) annually and  the Career Center will circulate to the Consortium and WIB Board for use in making decisions about changes to the self sufficiency standard for Area 07. 
The criteria for determining whether employment leads to self sufficiency is:

1. Must meet the DOL Performance Measures criteria for increase in earnings

2. Must meet the annual income guideline published by the WIA Unit unless revised or modified by the local 07 Area Board.
3. All jobseekers entering training must sign the LMI information for the local area market revealing the high demand occupations for the region.

4. RCC Case Manager must complete an employment plan with the jobseeker to determine academic strength, aptitude and market information for the career path that the jobseeker is requesting to enable the jobseeker to meet the self sufficiency standards in their career seeking efforts.
5. Case manager will contract with the jobseeker to ensure a minimum of 12 months of follow up including information that is documented in the case record which reveals the jobseeker has become employed at the calculated earnings rate shared with him/her at the time of the IEP development. If rate is not met, client will be requested to return to the Center to continue to pursue employment that does match the criteria for both earnings increase and self sufficiency.
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