Draft Region 2000 Bicycle Plan

Appendix C

Region 2000 Bicycle Survey &
Bicycle Survey Results

A copy of the Region 2000 Bicycle Survey and a summation of theysuegults are presented in
this Appendix.

The eighteen question survey was made available in both hard copy and electronic format through
the Survey Monkey Website. Residents were able to participate in the on line survey instrument
through the montf March, 2009. The survey, and corresponding public meetings, were
advertised through the local newspapers, local radio, the Region 2000 Partnership website, local
and regional newsletter, and general email notices.

Survey results area presented basethe two hundred fortgeven (247) surveys received during

the online survey and public meeting time period. The results from the survey indicate that there
is genuine support and need for additional bicycle facilities in the CVMPO region. Furgher, th
survey results highlight the community support and value of the trail network and the need to
expand this network to serve as a key link in expanding bicycle and pedestrian alternative
transportation options.

Region 2000
Regional Bicycle Plan Project

CYCLING SURVEY

Plans are being made to help promote bicycling in the central Virginia area. The Virginia’s
Region 2000 Local Government Council (LGC)and the Central Virginia Metropolitan Planning
Organization (CVMPO)are working together to facilitate the development of a regional bicycle plan
within the Region 2000 area (the area that comprises the counties of Amherst, Appomattox,
Campbell, and Bedford and the cities of Bedford and Lynchburg). A Bicycle Plan Advisory
Committee (BPAC) comprised of public and private leaders and citizens will be guiding plan
development.

As a citizen and/or cyclist from the Region 2000 area, you are in a unique position to assist in the
development of the bicycle plan by providing information related to your cycling experience,
interests, and observations.

We need your feedback. Please complete the following 3-minute survey. Your thoughts are
very impertant.

Visit the Region 2000 website (www.region2000.org) often for plan development and public meetin

information. If you would like more information, please contact Kelly Hitchcock at 434-845-3491 or
at khitchcock@region2000.0rg

1. How often do you cycle for the following purposes?

Almost Daily Often Rarely Never
(4-5 days (1-3 days (1-2 days
per week) per week) per month)

commuting to work

commuting to school

personal trips (e.g. store, visit friend )

fitnessirecreation

commuting to public transit
other o o o
2. How many miles do you ride your bicycle in an average week?
0 -2 miles i 3~ 10 miles
1120 miles more than 20 miles
3. What type of cyclist would you primarily describe yourself?
A road cyclist (prefer longer distance, on road cycling experience) _
A trail cyclist (prefer to bike on an off-road paved, or similar surface, shared-use path designated for biking/walking) __
A mountain bike cyclist (prefer off-road, un-paved single track biking experience) __
4. How far do you live from your place of work?
0 -2 miles 3 -5 miles
6 - 8 miles more than 8 miles
5. How far do you live from the nearest multi-use trail (see list in question 6)?
0 -2 miles 3 - 5 miles

6 -8 miles more than 8 miles
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How often do you use the following Greenways/Trails for eycling?

Almost Daily Often Rarely Never
Blackwater Creek Bikeway
Candiers Mtn, Bike Trails
Heritage Mtn Bike Trails

James River Heritage Trail
Falling Creek Park Trails
Peaksview Park Trails

other

other

How would you rate the attitude/behavior of motorist toward cyclists in the Region 2000 area?

positive neutral negative

How would you rate the overall level of service provided to cyclist along loecal roads in terms of safety, comfort,

and connectivity (ability to serve cyclist as a transportation mode to destinations in the area)?

Poor Average sufficient good excellent

Safety

Comfort

Connectivity o

What discourages you from cycling more often (check all that apply)?

driver behavior __ lack of designated distance to destinations __
bike lanes/routes

amount/speed of traffic bicycle theft not enough time ___

lack of transit connections weather tack of bicycle facilities at

destination(s)
too many hills other

What factors could increase the likelihood of your using a bicycle more often (check all that apply)?

Safer road conditions __ better physical health more free time __
More/better bicycle __ more bike paths or __ improved driver behavior/ __

facilities at destinations wider shoulders attitude toward cyclists
Destinations closer to home __ less traffic ___ other __

Would you prefer special on-road bicycle provisions? If yes, please rank the following on-road provisions in
order of preference from 1 to 4, where 1 is prefer most and 4 is prefer least,

Major streets with wide lanes or shoulders

Bike lanes on major streets

Bike routes on side streets (i.e., signage only, no bike lanes)

Separated bicycle paths (i.e., separated paved path at side of roadway)

As a cyclist, what aspects of the existing recreation and roadway network do you like?
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14, What facilities would you like to have available at your most common cycling destination? (e.g., bike racks,
secured storage, change rooms, ete.)

15. What type of funding mechanism would you support for the development of bicycle accommodations along
roadways in the Region 2000 area (check all that apply)?

Local Bicycle Permit Fee Funds from existing local city and county taxes __
State and Federal grants __ Fees applied to future growth and development __
Private funding through foundations _ Dedicated percentage of local transportation funds __

Direct donations

The following questions are COMPLETELY OPTIONAL and are requested to assist the Local Government Council
in developing a spatial database of survey respondents.

16. Please indicate you age group and gender:

under 16 45 - 54 Female
1624 5564 Male
25-34 65175

35-44 75+

17. Please indicate the area of Region 2000 that you reside

Street of Residency City/County/Town 5 —digit Zip Code

THANKS for completing this important survey!

If you would like to be informed of future activities pertaining to bicycle planning in the area please
provide contact information:

Name:
Address;
E-mail;
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1. How often do you cycle for the following purposes?

Almost Daily (4-

Sudvanion Often (1-3 days Rarely (1-2 days Novr Response
week) per week) per month) Count
commuting to work 6.6% (13) 15.7% (31) 19.2% (38) 59.1% (117) 198
commuting to school 1.7% (3) 4.1% (7) 5.2% (9) 89.0% (153) 172
personal trips (e.g. store, visit friend) 3.7% (7) 24.9% (47) 33.3% (63) 38.1% (72) 189
fitness/recreation 28.3% (69) 56.1% (137) 13.1% (32) 3.7% (9) 244
commuting to public transit 0.6% (1) 1.7% (3) 1.2% (2) 96.5% (166) 172
Other (please specify) 26
answered question 247
skipped question 0
2. How many miles do you ride your bicycle in an average week?
Response Response
Percent Count
0-2 miles 13.0% 32
3-10 miles | 13.8% 34
11-20 miles 15.0% 37
more than 20 miles [~ p—————— 58.3% 144
answered question 247
skipped question 0
3. What type of cyclist would you primarily describe yourself?
Response Response
Percent Count
Fosodn ekl 4
eyt e S|
Andas i e . - e
answered question 247
skipped question 0
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4. How far do you live from your place of work?

Response Response

Percent Count
0-2miles [ 21.1% 52
3-5 miles 22.7% 56
6-8 miles ettt 18.2% 45
morethan8miles [ ] 38.1% 94
answered question 247
skipped question 0

| 5. How often do you use the following Greenways/Trails for cycling?

Almost Daily Often Rarely Never Responise

Count
Blackwater Creek Bikeway 7.0% (17) 61.1% (149) 24.6% (60) 7.4% (18) 244
Candlers Mtn. Bike Trails 1.9% (4) 27.8% (59) 21.7% (46) 48.6% (103) 212
Heritage Mtn. Bike Trails 0.0% (0) 4.7% (9) 18.1% (35) 77.2% (149) 193
James River Heritage Trails 1.5% (3) 21.4% (43) 19.4% (39) 58.2% (117) 201
Falling Creek Park Trails 1.0% (2) 18.0% (36) 15.5% (31) 65.5% (131) 200
Other (please specify) 64
answered question 247
skipped question 0

6. How far do you live from the nearest multi-use trail(see question 5)?

Response Response

Percent Count
0-2 miles r——— 19.4% 48
3-5 miles 25.9% 64
6-8 miles 18.6% 46
more than 8 miles 34.0% 84
uncertain [ 2.0% 5
answered question 247
skipped question 0
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! 7. How would you rate the attitude/behavior of motorist toward cyclist in the Region 2000 area?

Response Response

Percent Count
positive F— 10.9% 27
neutral [ ] 40.9% 101
negative | ] 48.2% 119
answered question 247
skipped question 0
8. How would you rate the overall level of service provided to cyclist along local roads in terms of safety, comfort, and
connectivity (ability to serve cyclist as a transportation mode to destinations in the area)?
x Response
poor average sufficient good excellent Coint
Safety  77.7% (192)  19.0% (47) 3.6% (9) 0.4% (1) 0.0% (0) 247
Comfort  51.4% (127) 34.0% (84) 13.0% (32) 2.0% (5) 0.0% (0) 247
Connectivity  52.0% (127) 30.7% (75) 14.3% (35) 3.3% (8) 0.4% (1) 244
answered question 247
skipped question 0

9. What discourages you from cycling more often (check all that apply)?

Response Response

Percent Count
driver behavior [ ] 65.6% 162
amount/speed of traffic [ ] 60.7% 150
lack of transit connections E 22.3% 55
too many hills ] 10.1% 25
ok s
bicycle theft  [£] 3.2% 8
weather [ 26.7% 66
distance to destinations [ ] 18.2% 45
not enough time 18.2% 45
lack of bfcyclg facilities at destination 291% 72

(s)(ie - bike racks,showers, etc.)

Other (please specify) 10.1% 25
answered question 247
skipped question 0
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10. What factors could increase the likelihood of your using a bicycle more often (check all that apply)?

Safer road conditions

More/better facilities at destinations
Destinations closer to home

Better physical health

More bike paths or wider
shoulders

Less traffic
More free time

Improved driver behavior/attitue
towards cyclist

Other (please specify)

L
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Response
Percent

84.2%

31.6%

19.0%

6.9%

] 94.3%

L

[ —————]
[

=

32.4%

21.9%

68.4%

10.9%
answered question

skipped question

Response
Count

208
78

47

233

80

54

169

27

247

11. Please rank the following on-road bicycle accommodations in order of preference from 1 to 4, where 1 is prefer most and 4

is prefer least.

Major streets with marked bike
lanes.

Major street with wide lanes or
shoulders.

Bike routes on side streets (i.e.,
signage only, no bike lanes).

Separated bicycle paths (i.e.,
separated, paved path).

Prefer most

57.1% (140)

17.0% (41)

9.4% (22)

45.8% (110)

Prefer

33.9% (83)

40.2% (97)

18.7% (44)

21.3% (51)

Neutral

5.7% (14)

29.9% (72)

38.3% (90)

16.3% (39)

Prefer least

3.7% (9)

14.1% (34)

33.6% (79)

17.1% (41)

answered question

skipped question

Response
Count

245

241

235

240

247
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13. What facilities would you like to have available at your most common cycling destination (check all that apply)?

Response Response

Percent Count
Bike racks | ] 65.6% 162
Secured storage or lockers [ ] 19.4% 48
Changing room [ 25.5% 63
Wash room T —————— 34.8% 86
Drinking water source [ ] 69.2% 171
Other (please specify) 17
answered question 247
skipped question 0
14. What type of funding mechanism would you support for the development of bicycle accommodations along roadways in the
Region 2000 area (check all that apply)?
Response Response
Percent Count
Local bicycle permitfee [Fo o] 36.8% 91
State and Federal grants | - m— - 81.4% 201
Private funding thorugh foundations | ] 68.4% 169
Direct donations | — | 63.2% 156
Funds from existing local city and B : : I 64.0% 158
county taxes
Fees applied to future growth and 0 ] 47.0% 116
development
gl o T =
Other (please specify) 19
answered question 247
skipped question 0 |
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