


Region 2000 
Local Government Council
April 20, 2006

Bedford’s Visitor’s Center 
 5:00pm
Draft
Present:
Mayor Rudy Burgess...............……………………………………………………Altavista
Waverly Coggsdale……………………………………………………………….Altavista

Aileen Ferguson………………………………………………………Appomattox County

David Garrett…………………………………………………………...Appomattox Town

Eddie Gunter, Jr………………………………………………………….Campbell County

Kathleen Guzi……………………………………………………………..Bedford County

Jack Hobbs………………………………………………………………….Amherst Town

Mayor Tom Messier…………………………………………………………..Bedford City

Kim Payne………………………………………………………………………Lynchburg

David Proffit………………………………………………………………Amherst County

John Sharp…………………………………………………………………Bedford County 

Mayor Ronnie Spiggle………………………………………………….Appomattox Town
Absent:

Mayor Jack Bailey………………………………………………………….Amherst Town

Mayor Phyllis Campbell……………………………………………………..… Brookneal

Sam Carter…………………………………………………………….Appomattox County

Ben Cline………………………………………………………………House of Delegates

Lee Cobb………………………………………………...Economic Development Council

Joan Foster………………………………………………………………………Lynchburg
Bill Gillespie…………………………………………………………………… Brookneal

Charles Kolakowski………………………………………………………….Bedford City

David Laurrell……………………………………………………………Campbell County

Senator Steve Newman…………………………………….……Member, Virginia Senate
Ray Vandall……………………………………………………………….Amherst County

Others Present:
Gary Christie…………………………………………………..Local Government Council

Marjorie Gilley………………………………………………...Local Government Council

Tom Ramey………………………………………………………………………….VDOT

Bob White……………………………………………………..Local Government Council

Call to Order

Vice Chairman Ronnie Spiggle called the meeting to order at 5:05 pm. 
Approval of January 19, 2006 Local Government Council Minutes and the approval of the March 16, 2006 Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 
The January 19, 2006 Local Government Council minutes were corrected to show that the Bedford County Elected position was vacant and that Mr. J. Sharp was not absent from the meeting.  Mr. Sharp was not appointed to the LG Council until January 23, 2006.  The March 16th Executive Committee minutes were corrected to indicate Chairman Sam Carter called the meeting to order, not Mr. Eddie Gunter.  Upon a motion by Eddie Gunter, seconded by Kim Payne the January 19th minutes and the March 16th minutes were approved as amended.    
Review of Financial Report Ending March 31, 2006
Rosalie Hurley presented the financial report through March 31 and indicated that there were no unusual transactions for the Council to be aware of.   
Executive Director Gary Christie recommended that a $500 contribution as 1/3 of a Region 2000 Partnership with the Workforce Investment Board and Economic Development Council be contributed to the 2006 Region 2000 Golf Tournament. Several members asked if the Partnership would have liability if another occurrence happened and staff responded that The Partnership will have no liability. On a motion by Kim Payne, seconded by Eddie Gunter, the Council unanimously agreed to support the tournament with a $500 contribution. 
FY 07 Budget Overview and Update 
The funding for the office space has not been resolved.  Mr. Kim Payne asked if a timetable had been set and Gary Christie stated that the Partnership was at work on it now.  

Staff presented the FY 07 proposed budget which had previously been considered by the Executive Committee.  The budget includes a dues increase to $0.55 per capita for cities and counties.   On a motion by Kim Payne, seconded by Ronnie Spiggle, the Council unanimously agreed to approve the FY 07 budget as presented which includes hiring a fulltime GIS/Project Manager and agreeing to a reclassification of Kelly Hitchcock’s position.  The Council recognized that the funds budgeted for space may need to be reexamined once the details of the office space location were resolved.
Consideration of the FY 07 Work plan 
On a motion by Jack Hobbs, seconded by Thomas Messier, the Council unanimously agreed to approve the attached work plan for the FY 07 Work plan.
Lynchburg Regional Airport Presentation 
Kim Payne discussed the issues, pros, and cons of creating a Regional Airport Authority to manage the airport.  Kathleen Guzi discussed participating in a meeting in May with Campbell and Lynchburg officials and stated that Bedford may be interested in finding out how it would benefit their locality.  Mr. Payne encouraged the counties and cities to participate in the working group meetings that are being held.  Mayor Spiggle said a regional airport would be an asset.  
Strategic Planning Session 
The Partnership Coordinating Committee is undertaking a Strategic Planning Process to develop priorities and goals.  Executive Director Gary Christie encouraged attendees to identify some of the projects, processes or priorities that the Partnership organizations should focus on in the coming year.   Comments from the discussion included: 
· VEC’s 30 year no growth projection for Lynchburg’ population is probably too conservative.  Lynchburg’s growth will likely increase, perhaps even double in the next 30 years

· Workforce is a concern for the future. A statement was made that we currently have more jobs than people to fill them.  Many people on unemployment will not be able to enter the workforce easily because of having to pass a drug test.  If we can develop jobs, we will attract a labor force.
· There was discussion on the type of industries that we ought to be recruiting and the general consensus was that there may be some instances where we would not aggressively purse industries.  Toyota was used as an example of the type of recruitment that may actually hurt the region because it would take labor away from existing businesses. 
· We should manage our growth so that we have a steady amount of development but not too much growth too quickly.  The general consensus was that we do not want to double our population in the next 20 years.  We should work to manage residential development in the region.  One comment noted that we can expect some growth, regardless of our actions.

· Region 2000 needs incentives to get the younger people to come to the area.  We should encourage the development of culture, recreation and unique shopping that appeal to young people.  There was strong consensus that attracting and retaining young people should be an important part of our long term planning.   Young people sometimes think differently and have different expectations.
· Existing industry should be supported was a comment frequently made. 
· All of our communities need to be economically vibrant.  One participant remarked that we needed more high tech fields such as advanced engineering, high tech jobs, and better jobs.
· The region will continue to be attractive to retirees, including those coming from out of the area.  These retirees are expecting more urban services while paying tax rates that are traditional for this region.  We need to work with them so that everyone will carry some of the tax burden

· One participant thought we need to do more to promote the area both for economic development and tourism.
· One participant suggested that we work to develop a civic center.
· Another commented that this was a great place to raise children and it needed to remain family friendly.
Appointment of a Nominating Committee
Vice Chairman Spiggle appointed the following to serve on a nominating committee:  Jack Hobbs, Chair, Mayor Tom Messier, Mayor Rudy Burgess, and Campbell County Board Chairman Eddie Gunter, Jr. and asked the Committee to develop a report at an appropriate time for the election of officers for the new year.
Recognition of Mayor Ronnie Spiggle of Appomattox for his service to the Local Government Council 
On a motion by Jack Hobbs, seconded by Thomas Messier, the Council unanimously agreed to support a Resolution of Appreciation and Recognition for Mayor Spiggle who is retiring.  
Roundtable items

There were no items presented by Council members for discussion.

Adjournment 
Ronnie Spiggle adjourned the meeting at 5:58 pm

The next scheduled meeting will be the Executive Committee meeting  

May 18, 2006 ~ 5:00 p.m.  Local Government Council Offices.  
The next meeting of the Local Government Council will be Wednesday, July 19, 2006 at the Local Government Council offices.
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