MINUTES

REGION 2000 REGIONAL COMMISSION

TOWN HALL, ALTAVISTA, VA

October 21, 2004

5:00 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT

Joseph Albert, Chairman
Amherst County

J. R. Burgess
Town of Altavista

Bryan Foster
Town of Altavista

Jacob P. Bailey 
Town of Amherst

Jack Hobbs
Town of Amherst

Thomas Messier
City of Bedford

Dr. Robert L. Bashore
Bedford County

William Rolfe
Bedford County

Phyllis Campbell
Town of Brookneal

Hugh Pendleton
Campbell County

R. David Laurrell
Campbell County

Joan Foster
City of Lynchburg

L. Kimball Payne
City of Lynchburg

V. Lee Cobb
Region 2000 Economic Development Partnership

Ronald C. Spiggle
Town of Appomattox

Craig Meadows
City of Bedford

MEMBERS ABSENT

Bryan David
Amherst County

David Garrett
Town of Appomattox

Aileen Ferguson
Appomattox County

Samuel E. Carter
Appomattox County

Senator Stephen D. Newman
Senate Representative

The Honorable L. Preston Bryant
House of Delegates Representative

OTHERS ATTENDING

Bill Gillespie
Regional Commission

Pam Green
Regional Commission

Cindy Cox
Regional Commission

Bob White
Regional Commission

1. CALL TO ORDER/AGENDA APPROVAL

Chairman Albert called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

2. CLOSED SESSION
Commissioner Payne made a motion that the Commission go into closed session under Section 2.2-3711.A.1 at 5:01 p.m. to interview a prospective candidate for the Executive Director position.  It was resolved that the Commission would Certify the Motion.  Mr. Rolfe made a second to the motion.  The motion carried unanimously by the members present.  The following resolution was adopted:  

CERTIFICATE OF CLOSED MEETING

WHEREAS, the Region 2000 Regional Commission had convened a closed meeting on the 21st day of October, 2004 pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of The Virginia Freedom of Information Act; and

WHEREAS, §2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by the members of the Commission that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Region 2000 Regional Commission hereby certifies that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this certification resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Region 2000 Regional Commission.

VOTE:                     Ayes:  16 


Nays:  0

On a motion of Mr. Burgess, it was resolved that the meeting return to open session at 5:55 p.m.  Mr. Rolfe seconded the motion.

3. APPROVAL OF JULY 15, 2004 REGIONAL COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

Chairman Albert asked if there were any corrections to the July 15, 2004 minutes.  There being none, Mr. Laurrell made a motion, seconded by Mr. Payne, that the minutes of the July 15, 2004 meeting be approved.  The motion carried unanimously by all members present.

4. APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 16, 2004 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES
Chairman Albert asked if there were any corrections to the September 16, 2004 Executive Committee Minutes.  There being none, Mr. Pendleton made the motion, seconded by Mr. Burgess, that the minutes of the September 16, 2004 Executive Committee meeting be approved.   The motion carried unanimously by all members present.

5. REVIEW OF THE BUDGET THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2004 

Bill Gillespie reported that there were no significant items to discuss on the budget and all members had received a copy of the report.  Mr. Hobbs made the motion, second by Mr. Laurrell, that the budget be approved as presented.  The motion carried unanimously by all members present.

6. ANNUAL AUDIT

The annual audit has been completed by Brown, Edwards & Company, L.L.P. and the Commission members were given a copy of the report.  Mr. Gillespie briefly discussed several procedural changes that have been recommended by the auditor.  Mr. Payne made a motion to authorize the Executive Committee to move forward with the disposition of the annual report at its November meeting.  Mr. Hobbs seconded the motion.

7. 2005 LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

Chairman Albert asked if there were any comments or concerns with the legislative agenda as presented.  The Commissioners discussed Item 3 regarding increase of funding level needed to meet the Tier One recommendations.  The Executive Committee had discussed whether it was fully funded.  Mr. Gillespie had checked and found that it was not fully funded for SOQ’s.  Item 10 regarding car tax was discussed.  Mr. Rolfe noted  that he was not sure if we should support it without looking at the entire issue because growing localities are not getting reimbursed these taxes the second year.  Mr. Hobbs suggested we wait until VML and VACO had their information and we should follow their stand.  Mr. Laurrell made a motion to accept the 2005 Legislative Agenda with these changes, with a second by Mr. Hobbs. 

8. RESOLUTION FOR SUPPORT

Pam Green presented a resolution of support for the Town of Amherst for a transportation enhancement application.  Mr. Laurrell made the motion that the resolution be approved.  There was a second from Mr. Rolfe.

9. REGIONAL SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT STUDY

Mr. Bob White provided an update to the Regional Solid Waste Management Study.  Bill Rolfe noted that Bedford County would not be participating.  Mr. Laurrell made a motion that the Solid Waste Committee move forward with the study.  There was a second by Mr. Pendleton.
10. FINANCIAL REQUEST FROM REGION 2000 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP

Lee Cobb, Bill Guzek, Roger Beeker and Jonathan Whitt presented a request to the Regional Commission for $65,000 to develop a business plan and begin establishing relationships for a Center for Advanced Engineering and Research in the region.  This funding was not budgeted for FY 04/05 and would be taken from the Undesignated Fund Balance.  Mr. Laurrell made the motion to approve the request with a second from Mr. Rolfe.
11. ITEMS FROM THE COMMISSION

Mr. Laurrell made the motion, with a second by Mr. Payne for the Executive Committee to proceed with the Executive Director vacancy.  Mr. Gillespie agreed to fill in for the next 30-45 days.

12. ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 6:35 p.m.
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